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CHARACTERS

Penny Pensive Mezzo-soprano

Penny is a middle-aged woman who has recently begun a mid-life career as
a writer of romantic novels. She is intelligent, quick-witted, and headstrong,
but she suffers from feelings of insecurity and inadequacy. She can be both
sentimental and acerbic, depending on the situation.

Verity Semper Soprano

Verity is the main character in Penny’s novels. She is an emotionally volatile
young woman whose emotions and moods (grief, anger, defiance, despair,
hope, joy) are all strongly felt and expressed.
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THE STORY

Penny Pensive, a pretentious and irascible writer, has enjoyed some degree of
success with her first novel, Light and Truth, which tells the story of a young
woman named “Verity Semper.”

Penny is now trying to complete a sequel. But she has hit a snag: In Chapter 19
she has Verity’s husband Frank killed by robbers, and now she has no idea how to
move forward. She has been wrestling with this dilemma for two weeks.

Penny sips some wine and tries out various ideas, to no avail. Her agent (Gordon)
calls to nag her about missing her deadline. She hangs up on him and takes a nap.

Someone knocks on the door. It turns out to be woman claiming to be Verity
Semper! She is upset that Penny has written a book about her without permission.
At first, Penny is incredulous, but Verity presents irrefutable evidence that she is in
fact Penny’s fictitious character. She tells Penny that her husband Frank was killed
by robbers two weeks ago. When Penny admits that she wrote about Frank’s death
two weeks ago, Verity flies into a rage and accuses Penny of murder.

At first, Penny tries to persuade Verity to accept her loss, but Verity gradually gains
the upper hand, pouring out her grief and reducing Penny to tears of sympathy and
guilt. Prompted by Verity, Penny deletes the offending chapter. Seconds later, Frank
Semper phones to tell Verity that they are moving to Oregon to manage the family
winery. This, then, is the happy ending that Penny needed for her new novel. There
is joy and celebration.

Penny wakes up and tells Gordon that the solution to her writer’s block has come to
her in a dream.

But what kind of dream was it? The very last word in the libretto makes us wonder...
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LIBRETTO

Writer s studio apartment. Penny enters briskly, moving with queenly self-assurance, carrying a
shopping bag. From the bag, she extracts two or three bottles of wine, plus a few other groceries.
She puts all away except for one bottle, which she places on her desk next to the computer. She
takes a large wine glass from a cupboard, sits down at her desk, opens the wine, and fills her
glass. She takes a healthy swig and sighs contentedly. She opens her computer and talks to
herself as she works, taking frequent sips of wine.

Penny Back to work.
The day after Frank’s funeral, Verity resolved to find new purpose in life.
Delete!
Having lost her husband, Verity tried reaching out to old friends.
Delete!
For two weeks after Frank’s funeral, Verity just sat and stared into space.
Delete!
What the hell does Verity do without Frank?

[phone rings] Penny Pensive.

Oh hi, Gordon.

Oh, it’s going pretty slow.

Yes, I’ll miss the deadline.

What’s the problem? You ask me what’s the problem?

Gordon, you’re an agent, a literary agent.

And you have no idea how much agony writers must endure!

I try so hard to please my readers! And they love Verity, my heroine!

In my very first novel, Light and Truth,

Verity marries her childhood friend, Frank Semper.

But life is not all joy! Great fiction is not only hearts and flowers.

There must also be tragedy!

In the second “Verity” novel, which I am writing now, in Chapter Nineteen,
Verity’s beloved husband Frank is killed by a burglar

at Ralph’s Sporting Goods, where he was employed.

What’s the problem? I’ll tell you what’s the problem!

I wrote about Frank’s death two weeks ago. Ever since then I’ve been stuck!
What comes next? How does it end? How does Verity cope with her grief?
Does she stare into space? Reach out to old friends? Or seek a new purpose in life?
No, Gordon! I do NOT have writer’s block! I am meeting a challenge!

I need a nap.

She lies down on her daybed and closes her eyes. She falls into a light sleep but is soon
awakened by someone knocking on her door. She gets up.
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Who is at my door? Who is at my door?

Maybe it’s a salesman with lovely things for sale.
Or maybe it’s the postman, bringing me my mail.
Or maybe a policeman, to haul me off to jail!

Or maybe it’s a pizza!

Penny goes to the door and opens it at the last knock. Verity is standing there, holding a very
large canvas shopping bag.

Penny Yes, can I help you?
Verity Are you Penny Pensive?

Penny Guilty as charged.

Verity takes a book from her bag.

Verity And did you write this book?

Penny Yes! Yes! Yes! I am the author of Light and Truth! The title is the motto of my alma
mater.
It’s my very first novel, it’s selling very well. Shall I autograph it for you?

Verity How dare you? How dare you? How dare you? How dare you?

Penny Why are you screaming at me?

Verity You’ve written a book about me! And you put my picture on the cover!
Penny Nonsense! Nonsense! Who do you think you are?

Verity I am Verity Semper! The woman in this book!

Penny You must be insane. I’1l call the psychiatric hotline.

Insane. Insane. [etc.]

Verity Just look at the woman’s face on the cover of this book!
Then look at my face! The same! The same!

Penny I see! The same!
This must be a scam! a scam! [etc./

Verity Here is my driver’s license. Look at the picture, look at my face!
The same! The same!
And look at the name! The name! Verity, Verity, Verity Semper!

Penny If you turn to the copyright page, you will read the following words:
“This is a work of fiction.
“Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.”
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Verity And if you turn to page fifteen, you will read the following words:
“Verity was a straight-A student at Wilson High School.”
And I was a straight-A student at Wilson High School.

Penny So you say. So you say.

Verity Here is my diploma. Wilson High School. Summa cum Laude.
And if you turn to page forty-three, you will read the following words:
“Verity was married to Frank Semper, her childhood friend.”
And I, too, was married to Frank Semper, my childhood friend.

Penny So you say. So you say.

Verity Here’s our marriage license, and photos of our wedding.
And, if you turn to page sixty-one, you will read the following words:
“Verity played tennis like a tiger, with a devastating serve.”
And I play tennis like a tiger, with a devastating serve.

Penny So you say. So you say.

Verity pulls a tennis racket from the bag and wildly serves invisible tennis balls, while Penny
cowers in fear and drops everything she was holding.

Penny I don’t understand. How can you be real?
I imagined you. I created you. How, how, how can you be real?

Verity I am real. Feel me, feel! Feel!

Verity comes close to Penny, who reaches out and touches her face. Verity then touches Penny's
face in the same way. They smile.

Penny Why did you buy this book?

Verity I saw the picture on the cover, and I said to myself, “She looks like me!”
And the title was Light and Truth.
I thought it was meant for me, as a sign of comfort to ease my grief. My grief!

Penny Oh, my dear... please sit down. Let’s have a glass of wine!

Penny gets another glass for Verity and pours each of them a glass of wine.

Verity Ah, very nice!
Silken texture, notes of moss on wet stone. Amusing finish of roasted fig.

Penny I see you are a connoisseur.

Verity My father-in-law owns a winery in Oregon!
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Penny Yes, I know. That’s in the book, too.
It’s nice to share a glass of wine, and maybe some day we’ll be friends.
But let’s get one thing straight: I wrote the book. You read the book.
Everything you know about Verity you learned from the book.
And I don’t know what kind of game you are playing, but it won’t work with me!

Verity But I showed you proof! Driver’s license, Verity Semper.
Marriage license, wedding pictures. High school diploma, summa cum laude!

Penny Clever forgeries.

Verity But my face!

Penny Plastic surgery.

Verity But my grief! My grief! My grief is not in your book!
Penny Very well. Let’s hear your sympathy-seeking sob story.

Verity For days I just stared into space.
I tried reconnecting with old friends.
I resolved to find new purpose in life.

Penny Why?

Verity My husband Frank was killed.
Penny How?

Verity He was shot, in a robbery.
Penny Where?

Verity Ralph’s Sporting Goods.
Penny When?

Verity Two weeks ago.

Penny That is not in the book you read, but it is in the sequel,
which is not finished, which no one has seen.

Verity I don’t follow.

Penny goes to her desk and reads from the computer screen.

Penny Two weeks ago I sat at this desk and wrote the following words:

“Chapter Nineteen.

“One quiet Sunday morning, Frank Semper got up early, while Verity was still
asleep.

“He had a quick breakfast and went to the store, to work on inventory.

“When he parked his car in the alley behind Ralph’s Sporting Goods,

“Frank saw that the stockroom door was standing open.
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“He went inside, and confronted two men.
“One of them shot Frank. They ran away. Frank bled to death on the floor.”

Verity Your words killed my husband! You killed Frank!
I curse you! Curse you! Curse you! Curse you! Curse you!

Penny Stop! Stop! Stop! What are you doing?
Do you think this is some kind of... opera?
Verity sings threateningly, advancing toward Penny.
Verity Ah Ah Ah!
Penny grabs two bananas for helmet horns and charges at Verity.

Penny Hojotoho! hojotoho! hieaha! heiaha!

They glare at each other, then laugh and embrace.

Penny I must be having a crazy dream.

Verity Things are not always as they seem. Maybe the dream is mine.

Penny Or maybe we’ve had too much wine.

Both Am I dreaming you? Are you dreaming me? Or are we dreaming each other?

Or... Could someone else be dreaming us both?
That would be hard to discover.

Penny “We are such stuff as dreams are made on;
“And our little life is rounded with a sleep.”
Prospero, The Tempest, Shakespeare.

Verity Shakespeare murdered people!
Shakespeare killed Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, Ophilia, Antony and Cleopatra.
Shakespeare was a monster!
And you! You killed my beloved Frank!
“The Moving Finger writes; and, having writ,
“Moves on: nor all thy Piety nor Wit
“Shall lure it back to cancel half a Line,
“Nor all thy Tears wash out a Word of it.”
Quatrain Fifty One, Rubaiyat of Omar Khaiyam, Edward FitzGerald.

Penny Let’s have another glass of wine, and then perhaps we will be friends.
Let’s see... Which glass is yours? Of course! The one with lipstick!
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You always wear lipstick. And why do I know that? Because I wrote you!
I myself never wear lipstick.

Verity Why is that?
Penny It’s a sad story.
Verity What else would it be?

Penny When I was a school girl, I had the Bad Penny Blues.
When I was a schoolgirl, I had the Bad Penny Blues.
Flip a coin, heads or tails, I would always lose.

They called me “Bad Penny” cause I kept turnin’ up.
They called me “Bad Penny” cause I kept turnin’ up.
They said I was ugly as a junkyard bulldog pup.

So I put on lipstick and a fancy wig.

Yeah, I put on lipstick and a fancy wig.

People said, “Penny put lipstick on a pig.”

Bad Penny Blues. Flip a coin and lose.

Always turnin’ up. Ugly as a pup.

Lipstick on a pig. Lipstick on a pig.

Bad Penny, Bad Penny. Bad Penny Blues.

That is why I never wear lipstick, and why you always do.
I wrote you to enjoy the joy I never knew.

Verity If you wrote me for joy, then why am I grieving? Why must I live without Frank?
He was the first boy I kissed,...

Penny Yes, I know.

Verity ...and the only man I loved.

Penny I wrote that.

Verity Our wedding was a day of bliss, of bliss.
Penny I wrote those words. I wrote those words.
Verity The future lay before us like a field of gold.

Penny Verity, Verity, child! I know what I wrote! But listen to me! Listen to me!

Penny begins to march in place.

Strong women must be bold!
Ready to take one for the team!
Frank was just a summer dream.
Now we must face the cold.
Harsh new challenges create
Fresh opportunities for gain!
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Frank’s death will cause you pain.
Pain will make us great!

Verity begins to march in place.

Verity

Penny
Verity
Penny
Verity
Penny
Verity
Penny
Verity
Penny
Verity
Penny
Verity
Penny
Verity

I will march in my own key!

I do not care how great you are!
You have gone a step too far.
You will not use me!

If I had Frank by my side,

I would be strong and bold.

I could face the cold.

But this grief I can’t abide.

One Sunday morning, Frank got up early, while I was still asleep.
I wrote that. I wrote that.
We did not say good morning. We did not say good morning.

How tragic. How tragic.

Frank went downstairs and ate his breakfast, while I was still asleep.

[ wrote that. I wrote that.

We did not eat together. We did not eat together.

How poignant. How poignant.

Frank left the house and went to work, while I was still asleep.
[ wrote that. I wrote that.

I did not kiss my husband. I did not kiss my husband.

What sorrow! What sorrow!

Ashley Hastings

Frank found two thieves, who shot him to death while I was still asleep.

I wrote that. I wrote that.

We did not say good bye. We did not say good bye.

Penny sobs in sympathy and guilt.

Verity
Penny

Verity

You gave. You took away. Why did you create me? Why?

Because I love you!
Oh, Verity, Verity, what have I done?

You know what you’ve done.
The question is: What will you do now? What’s next for me?
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Penny What will I do? What’s next for you? I have no idea!
I wrote that fatal chapter two weeks ago.

Verity You mean the chapter where my husband dies?
Penny That’s right.
Verity Horrible chapter!

Penny That’s right. And ever since I wrote those words...,
I know this may sound quite absurd...,
I’ve been completely stuck! Stuck! Stuck! Stuck! I can’t write a word! A word!
I don’t know what to do! What to do! What to do!

Verity Penny, Penny, you have writer’s block! writer’s block! writer’s block!
Penny I know! I know, I know! I know!
Verity Penny, Penny, listen to me.

You have said that you created me for joy.

You have said that you created me for love.

You love me so much that when Frank died, you felt my grief.
Penny, Penny, we are bound together.

I put on a coat when you write about cold weather.

I always wear lipstick; you never do. I am the other half of you!
So.... My grief filled your heart, where it crystallized.

And that hard lump of grief is why you’re paralyzed.

Penny, Penny, Penny, here’s what you must do.

Trash that dreadful chapter, and write something new!

Write a happy ending for Frank and me!

Penny I will trash that dreadful chapter! I will write something new!
I will write a happy ending for Frank and you!
But... But... But...

Verity But what, my dear? Why do you hesitate?

Penny What if I can’t think of anything new?
What if [ can’t find a happier ending for Frank and you?

Verity You are a writer, you know how to write.
Trash the bad chapter, you’ll see the light.

Penny But... But... But...
What if [ make a tragic mistake?
What if I write something wrong and cause your heart to break?

Verity You have a kind heart, you won’t cause me grief.
Just make sure Frank encounters no thief!
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But... But... But...
What if the ending is boring and stale?
What if my efforts to make us grow fall flat and fail?

Penny, my dearest, we’ve already grown.
Seize the day and make it your own!

Resolutely, Penny goes to her computer.

Penny

Chapter Nineteen! Chapter of death! Depart! Avaunt! Begone!

Penny hits the Delete key. After a moment of bliss, the phone rings.

Penny

Penny Pensive.
Yes, she’s here.
It’s your husband.

Penny hands the phone to Verity.

Verity

Penny

Verity

Penny

Verity

Penny

Hello, Frank, I know I’m late. Sorry I didn’t call you.
I’'m just having a glass of wine with a friend.

Sweetheart, sweetheart, wonderful news! I’ll come right home and help you plan the
move!
We have a happy ending, we have a happy ending!

So tell me all about it, tell me all about it.
I love to see you happy! happy! Now tell me the news!

We’re moving to Oregon! Frank’s father is retiring,
And Frank will become the manager of his father’s winery in Oregon!
And I will be the head winetaster!

I’1l drink to that!

There will be work, there will be fun, in Oregon, in Oregon.
There will be prizes to be won, in Oregon, in Oregon.

Where lofty mountains are capped with snow!
Where mighty rushing rivers flow!

Where cattle graze on the high plateau!

And grapevines on the hillsides grow!

There will be challenges to meet. Life is sour as well as sweet.
There may be hailstorms, heat waves, smoke, for climate change is not a joke.
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The grapes may wither for unknown reasons.
The football teams may all have losing seasons.

Bring on the heat waves, bring on the hail! Frank and I will prevail!
We are a pair of over-achievers. We will cheer for the Ducks and Beavers!
One for all, and all for one, in Oregon!

Oregon!

Where lofty mountains are capped with snow!
Where mighty rushing rivers flow!

Where cattle graze on the high plateau!

And grapevines on the hillsides grow!

Penny, it’s time for me to go. But first... [ want to say...
I’'m glad you don’t wear lipstick. I love your face this way.
You remind me of my mother.

Verity... | am your mother.

They embrace, then drift apart. Verity drifts toward the door, while Penny drifts toward the

daybed.

Penny
Verity

“We are such stuff as dreams are made on;”

“And our little life is rounded with a sleep.”

Penny lies down.

Penny

A sleep. Asleep. Sleep...

She falls asleep. The phone rings.

Penny Pensive.

Hello, Gordon. I have excellent news!

I will meet the deadline! My problem is solved!

I have had the most wonderful dream! I dreamed that Verity came to me,
and she showed me how to end this book, and how to start the next one!
No, Gordon! I have not gone crazy! I said it was a dream! I was asleep!
I am not in the habit of talking to fictitious people when I’'m awake!

Or agents, when I’m busy!

What a jerk!

She hangs up, then looks around the room.
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This place is a mess!

She starts to straighten.

Lalalala,lalalala,lalalala,lalala...

She picks up a wineglass and stares at it in astonishment.

Lipstick!

THE END
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1. The Empty Apartment

Writer's studio apartment, with daybed, kitchenette, table, computer, etc.
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2. Penny Enters

Penny enters briskly, moving with queenly self-assurance, carrying a shopping bag.
From the bag, she extracts two or three bottles of wine, plus a few other groceries.
She puts all away except for one bottle, which she places on her desk next to the computer.
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She takes a healthy swig and sighs contentedly.
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3. Back to work

Penny opens her computer and talks to herself as she works, taking frequent sips of wine.
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Penny goes to the door and opens it at the last knock.
Verity is standing there, holding a very large canvas shopping bag.
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5. Yes, can I help you?
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6. How dare you?
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In cold fury, gradually getting hotter.
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8. If you turn to the copyright page

PENNY

Penny takes the book from Verity, opens it, and shows it to Verity.
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Verity grabs the book, turns
pages, shows it to Penny.
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Verity pulls a marriage license and a photo album out of the bag
and hands them to Penny, who is having trouble holding everything.
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9.1 don't understand
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10. Oh, my dear
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With genuine concern.
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11. But I showed you proof!
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Verity stares at Penny in shock. VERITY ., . of hurt innocence.
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12. For days I just stared into space
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Becoming increasingly tragic.
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Verity advanced threateningly. Penny back away in shock.
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15. We Are Such Stuff As Dreams Are Made On
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16. The Moving Finger Writes
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17. Let's Have Another Glass Of Wine
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18. Bad Penny Blues
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26. Penny, it's time for me to go
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Penny moves in the same manner toward her daybed, which she reaches as Verity exits.

Verity drifts toward the door, slowly spinning, as in a trance.
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She picks up a wineglass and
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